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HOLLYWOOD PRIVATE HOSPITAL 
Statement by Member for Nedlands 

MS SUE WALKER (Nedlands) [12.50 pm]:  Last Tuesday, Hollywood Private Hospital, which is in my 
electorate, became the first hospital in Australia to be endorsed by the Positive Ageing Foundation of Australia 
as an age-friendly hospital.  With 390 beds, it is one of Australia’s largest private teaching hospitals and is a 
centre for excellence in medicine, surgery, psychiatry, palliative care and rehabilitation.  The majority of patients 
are seniors, and 70 per cent are veterans and war widows, many of whom are in their 70s and 80s.  The patients 
range in age, however, from adolescents to seniors.   
In 1999, during the International Year of Older Persons, the World Health Organisation issued a call to 
investigate how to establish age-friendly environments and services for the growing number of older people 
worldwide.  The foundation responded to this call and established the Australian age-friendly project in 1999, 
with the support of the then Liberal State Government of Western Australia.   
It is a fantastic honour for Hollywood Private Hospital, which is part of the Ramsay Health Care Group and 
which has a team that has worked hard to meet all the criteria required for endorsement.  It puts Hollywood 
Private Hospital on the world stage.  The categories required for endorsement are mobility, communication, 
privacy, diet and psychosocial needs.  The team consisted of Karen Gullick, Anne Green, Penelope Mogridge, 
Elayne Clarke, Geoff Duggan, Terena Solomons, Dr John Stokes and Jackie Bullock.  The presentation of the 
certificate was made by the foundation’s chairman, Dr John Hewson, and was attended by Mr Peter Ramsay, the 
State President of the Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia, and Mr Eric True, from the Western 
Australian branch of the TPI Association of Australia.  I congratulate all the abovementioned people and the 
Executive Director of Hollywood Private Hospital, Mr Kevin Cass-Ryall.   
 


